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ABSTRACT
RISK MANAGEMENT IN ORAL CANCER
Diagnosis of oral cancer falls primarily in the hands of the practicing dentist as a professional
responsibility with considerable ethical and legal ramifications. This lecture will outline:
- The clinical responsibility (skills and tasks) of the dentist in oral cancer diagnosis
- The ethical and psychological dilemmas dimensions of the process
- The legal liability an oral cancer diagnosis entails including handling of personal information
- The overall handling and management of the process (including proper written and verbal
communication) and the patient so he/she may enter successfully into proper health care
Timely diagnosis of oral cancer is dental practice that saves lives. It should not put the practitioner
into legal risk nor should it compromise the patient's chance of receiving the best possible care for
a life-threatening problem.

